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Esteemed Mr. President,

Esteemed Mr. Secretary General,
Distinguished heads of delegations,
Ladies and gentlemen,

On behalf of the people and Government of

Turkmenistan I cordially welcome and congratu- &
late you on the beginning of the 65th session of g

the United Nations General Assembly.

I congratulate Mr. Joseph Deiss on being elec- ¢ .

¥ ted President of the UN General Assembly and ex-
= press confidence that the General Assembly will &
work successfully and fruitfully under his leader-

ship. 1 also would like to express our gratitude to Sy

Esteemed Mr. Ali Abdussalam Treki, President of |
the 64th session of the General Assembly for the
effective activity at this post.




Esteemed Mr. President,

Ladies and gentlemen,

’_ This year our country is preparing to widely ce- %
Jb, lebrate a remarkable date, the 15th anniversary of Jf

Turkmenistan’s Neutrality. It was within the walls

0 of the United Nations that our desire of being a &=

neutral, peaceful, nonaligned country acquired

[ support of the whole international community and * '
ok, became a reality. Throughout all these years Turk-

menistan has remained committed to this choice

T based on clear understanding of its role and pla- e

ce in contemporary world and strict fulfillment of

[ international obligations assumed. From this high
Jb, tribune I am addressing all UN member states and g

the Community of Nations to express gratitude for

rendering support and assistance in implementing 9

our international initiatives.

For us neutrality is not just a legal status. It is

an active position, a full-scale involvement in in- &

ternational processes through peacemaking and

assisting in working out effective models of eco- ‘ '
Jb, nomic cooperation, This also includes provision &




of a political platform for solving problems, both
within the region and beyond, for the purpose of ¥
consolidating peace, security and creating favo-

rable conditions for sustainable development and

progress. This is the main purport and content of d,

our steps and initiatives on the world arena. Turk-

menistan’s approach to contemporary problems is SJf

based on confidence in the ability of the internati-
onal community to find right solutions, overcome
stereotypes, free itself from the burden of inertial
thinking and attain a new view on perspectives of
global interaction. We call this a Strategy of the
future, implying achievement of a wide and stable
international consensus on key development issu-
es, namely political, socioeconomic, energy and
ecological matters.

Due to objective reasons, issues of economic
cooperation possess particular importance for
Turkmenistan. A strategic priority for us in this area
is diversification of energy routes, provision of a
new, multi-optional pipeline infrastructure. We have g
started working actively in this direction, based on %
clearly defined principles of a state policy in this d
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sphete realistic evaluation of our own resource
base and possibilities of its long-term exploitation.
Last year a construction of new, Turkmenistan-
~-China and Turkmenistan-Iran pipelines has been
= completed successfully in cooperation with our
partners. We consider them as a real contribution
to international energy cooperation, as an effective
stabilizing factor which will positively influence a
general situation and provide additional steadiness
to the whole system of political and economic ties &
in the Asian continent.

Today we are actively working on implemen-
ting another project, a Turkmenistan-Afghanis-
tan-Pakistan-India gas pipeline, being convinced
[ that it is beneficial for all parties involved. The
project will promote economical upturn, create
a large number of additional workplaces, form a
social infrastructure and support and consolidate
& political stability in the region.

Currently, issues of equal, uninterrupted and
» Secure access to energy sources and means of the-
ir transportation have assumed global importance,
exerting increasing lmpact on the general sttuati-

% ‘




on in the world, nature and lines of international
cooperation, level of engagement of states and
regions in development processes. This requires
raising this issue to the UN level, working out 4
common principles and intelligible regulations of £k
relations between producers, transit countries and
consumers under the UN auspices.

!
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) In this connection, Turkmenistan intends to
make a statement in the course of the current ses-
sion, initiating adoption of a General Assembly re-
solution on creation under the UN auspices of an J
expert group that would develop an international
mechanism of stable energy supply in the world.

We understand that working on such mechanism
requires from the international community S
time and effort, responsibility, flexibility and
readiness for sensible compromise, and calling
up political, diplomatic, intellectual, financial and ¢ g
organizational resources.

However, we are also convinced that from the
standpoint of global security and stability, stra- g\
tegic benefits and advantages will immeasurably

surpass all costs and expenses.




Obviously, in current conditions only the Uni-

X
i@ ted Nations, with its unique legitimacy, enormous
moral authority, available legal regulators and ex-
tensive experience in settlement of issues of uni-
» versal importance, is able to give a stimulus to this
;Jfb process, provide conditions for a broad dialog and
Y7 act as a guarantor in case agreements are reached.

The world community has an understanding

that the problem of a globally secure and reliable

9 transit of energy carriers requires multilateral dis-
Al . cussion.

In confirmation ofthe above, in 2008 the General
%7 Assembly supported our initiative on commence-
I, ment of such dialogue, which is already being held |
" within various international and regional meet- »
ings. We believe that we need to move forward
and raise it to a brand new, institutional level.

Therefore Turkmenistan suggests considering a
matter of creating, in perspective, a special body,
the United Nations Energy Council. The purport
and content of its activity is providing political

o, format and organizational conditions for a syste-




With due respect, we call on all UN member &
states to formulate their suggestions in the light of
this initiative.

Esteemed Mr. President,
Ladies and gentlemen,

Ten years ago in its declaration, the Millennium 4§
Summit proclaimed all UN member states respon- 2l
sible for the destinies of the planet.

For Turkmenistan, Millennium Development A
Goals have organically fit into our own develop- ¢
ment plans, matched with ideology and outlook of |
the reform of the national economy, social sphere %
and public relations and mostly defined lines of
cooperation on the world arena, |

Turkmenistan has set a strategic course for ac- %

tive participation in broad international partners-

W hip from the position of peaceful, politically stab- I
. le, economically strong state; arrangement of a




multidimensional regional cooperation, based on
compliance and compatibility of interests of vari-
ous countries and support of own and other large-
scale international projects involving regional and

& non-regional countries and companies.

Due to geographical peculiarities of Central
y Asiaand the Caspian basin, development of trans-
W port and comumunication areas seems perspective
here.

Creation in the region of a modern extensive
infrastructure of railway and highway services
and network of communications is able to give

[’ a great impetus to a successful integration of our ¥

A, countries into the process of the global economic

development.

This will ensure an investment inflow, create

J[J conditions for an effective cooperation within the

scope of intercontinental economic realities on
, the Eurasian space, in “North-South” and “East-
West” directions.

We suggest that the UN keenly considers pers-
19, pectives of development of transport and com-




Caspian basin, and thereby are ready for the clo-
sest cooperation. We consider reasonable that the 2l
UN specialized structures get actively involved 3

into this work, Economic Commission for Euro- %’
pe, Economic and Social Commission for Asia %

and the Pacific being in the first place.

The pivotal component of achieving the Millen-
nium Development Goals in the region is solving

serious ecological problems — first of all, saving
the Aral Sea and rehabilitating unique natural re-
sources of the Caspian Sea. More specifically, we
consider it necessary to create a special internati-
onal expert group which, in collaboration with the %j
UN and its structures, could prepare a comprehen- Jj
sive international legal document on saving the
Aral Sea. The action is to be taken today, based &

on the Memorandum of Understanding between

the UN and the Executive Committee of the Inter- I
national Fund for Saving the Aral Sea, signed in &&

Ashgabat on 3 March 2010. i



Overall, we consider it reasonable to find an
%’ opportunity for immediate presence of the UN
specialized structures in Central Asia and the Cas-
pian basin.

In the first place, we count on the United Nati- &g
ons Environment Program (UNEP) to work here
actively. We propose to consider the issue of esta- |
blishing a UNEP regional office in one of the re-
gional countries. Turkmenistan is ready to provide
&= the necessary infrastructure for this purpose.

The critical problem, directly connected with
v the ecology, is the use of water resources. More ¢
ol specifically, in Central Asia the rational use of &2
water is one of the determining factors having a
> significant impact on the dynamics of the socioe- %
conomic development of our countries.

Turkmenistan views the settlement of water
disputes on the basis of universally recognized
norms of international law with regard to interests
of all countries of the region, with the world com- ¥}
munity represented by the UN and other reputable .
international organizations being actively invol- |
ved.




Esteemed Mr, President,

% Our efforts are directed at forming a firm and
%* effective system of regional security in Central B

Asia and the Caspian basin; commitment to pea- g,
ceful negotiated methods of settlement of existing I
5 issues or disputable questions. The crucial condi- &
tions here are mutual understanding, confidence
and openness, honest and objective discussion of |

any topical issues.

This, in its turn, presupposes availability of a
mechanism of a regional dialog, a constant process
of multilateral communication for the purpose of &
development of mutually acceptable approaches
fo certain issues. Such dialog is to be conducted
systematically, with a clearly specified agenda,
and parties immediately involved in a dialog are to
possess authorities required for decision-making.

We believe that such form of communication

is in demand today due to the realities of regio-
nal development. We propose to establish a high-

. level Forum on security, peace and cooperation
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in Central Asia and the Casplan basin, which will
serve as a political format of such interaction.

It would be reasonable to hold a Forum on a &

regular basis, each country of the region hosting it

by turns. We are ready to organize the first sessi- |

Js: _on of the Forum in Ashgabat within a reasonable
period.

Esteemed Mr. President,
Esteemed heads of delegations,
Ladies and gentlemen,

International conferences dedicated to adjust-
ment of the situation in Afghanistan have been
held in London and Kabul this year. Overall we
are satisfied with the results of both meetings, and
would like to suggest our approaches in the light I
of decisions made there. ¢

Number one. Turkmenistan understands and
supports efforts of the Afghanistan administration,
directed at adjustment of the situation by negotiated

i2




concord and reconciliation in the country. This T
corresponds with our view of perspectives of deve- |
lopment of intra-Afghanistan processes. We consider ¢
it necessary for the world community to render &

international assistance to Afghan partners. In this

connection, taking into account our neutral status, ¥
our country is ready to hold, under the UN auspices,
an International high-level meeting on confidence
building in Afghanistan and development of efficient
institutions of state power. We are ready to discuss
issues of organizing such meeting with our Afghan 9]
partners, the Special Representative of the UN Al
Secretary General for Afghanistan, other specialized
UN structures involved in the Afghanistan issue and &
all interested parties.

Number two. Being desirous of rendering as-
sistance to the people of the country in state buil- &
ding, and in accordance with the results of the
London and Kabul meetings, we offer our help in *
training in Turkmenistan, under the UN patronage g,
and programs, of the Afghan personnel for mana-
gement structures in various sectors.
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i Number three. The paramount task is assisting
Afghanistan in developing a transport infrastruc-
ture.

Our country proposes a project for constructing
a railway from Turkmenistan to Afghanistan with
its further extension on the Afghan territory aided A
by international organizations, donating countries
and international financial institutions. We would
welcome involvement of the world community.

Number four. We find it necessary to substanti-
ally activate efforts directed at the construction of
» the Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India gas
pipeline. The Trans-Afghan pipeline can have a
great impact on development of Afghan economy;
help resolve major social issues, employment &l
being among them; promote attraction of invest-
ments; positively influence the political situation
in the country.

Number five. Turkmenistan is ready to consider
the matter of increasing the electric power sup- W
ply to Afghanistan, as well as expanding our own




energy infrastructure for the purpose of future ins-

tallation and networking on the Afghan territory. 9

We invite the international community represen- 2

ted by the UN to discuss this proposal.

Esteemed Mr. President, 4
Esteemed heads of delegations,
Ladies and gentlemen,

Full-scale and purposeful cooperation with the
UN is a strategic choice of Turkmenistan. To us :
UN is more than just the most representative in-
ternational structure. We view the UN as a bea-
ring mainstay of a whole contemporary system of 9
global interaction; guarantor of preservation and J
maintenance of peace and balance of interests on
the international arena, and of persistence of cur-
rent security architecture.

Along with the world community, based on

accumulated positive experience of cooperation,
wisdom and responsibility of all UN member sta-



tes, Turkmenistan will continue to work diligently
* for the purpose of achieving the high goals and 7
, ideals of the United Nations Organization.

Thank you for your attention.




